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TEXAS EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNTS

A Parent’s Guide to Empowered Choice, Flexible Learning,
and Greater Peace of Mind

A NEW ERA FOR TEXAS FAMILIES

Texas Education Freedom Accounts are a new education
funding option that allows eligible families to use state-
supported funds toward approved educational expenses.

For parents, new programs can raise important questions.
What does this mean for my child? How do these
accounts work? What choices do they support?

This guide provides an overview of Texas Education
Freedom Accounts to help parents understand the
structure, purpose, and practical use of the program. The
goalis not to recommend a specific path, but to offer
clear information so families can evaluate whether this
option aligns with their educational needs.

CHAPTER1
WHAT ARE TEXAS EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNTS?

Texas Education Freedom Accounts (EFAs) are a new way for families to access and use education
funding. Instead of education dollars being tied exclusively to a traditional public school, EFAs allow eligible
families to direct those funds toward approved educational options that better fit their child’s needs.

In simple terms, Education Freedom Accounts allow funding to follow the student, not the system.

Under an EFA program, the state sets aside a portion of education funding into an account for an eligible
student. Parents then use those funds for approved educational expenses through a secure platform.
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This approach recognizes an important reality:

LEARNING DOES NOT HAPPEN IN ONLY
ONE PLACE OR ONE WAY.

What Makes EFAs Different from Traditional School
Funding

Traditional education fundingis typically assigned to a
specific school or district. Families who need flexibility often
must choose between limited options or absorb the full
cost of alternatives themselves.

Education Freedom Accounts change that dynamic by:
+ Giving parents direct purchasing power
» Allowing choice among approved education providers
« Supporting learning that happens beyond a physical
campus
» Encouraging educational models that adapt to student
needs

Rather than asking families to fit into a system, EFAs allow
families to build an education around their child.
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Education Freedom Accounts are:

What EFAs Are, and What They Are Not
A way to access education funds more flexibly
« Atool for parents to customize learning

« Designed to expand options, not eliminate them

They are not:
« Arequirement to leave public school

« A one-size-fits-all solution
« Alack of oversight or accountability
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EFAs exist alongside public education, offering families
additional pathways when traditional options are not
the right fit.
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A Shift Toward Parent-Led Education Decisions

At the heart of EFAs is a simple belief:

PARENTS KNOW THEIR CHILDREN BEST.

By placing education decisions in the hands of families, Texas EFAs support learning environments that
align with a child’s pace, strengths, interests, and challenges. For many families, this means the freedom to
choose learning that feels sustainable, supportive, and intentional.

CHAPTER 2
WHY TEXAS INTRODUCED EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNTS

Texas Education Freedom Accounts did not emerge overnight. They are the result of years of
conversations around access, equity, and the evolving needs of modern families.

Education looks very different today than it did a generation ago. Families are navigating:
+ Increased mobility and relocation

« Demanding work schedules

+ Medical and learning differences

« Advanced athletics or arts training

+ Adesire for values-aligned education

« Growing interestin online and hybrid learning

A single education model cannot meet every one of these needs equally well.

Recognizing That One Path Does Not Fit Every Child

Texas EFAs acknowledge a fundamental truth:

CHILDREN LEARN DIFFERENTLY,

AND FAMILIES NEED OPTIONS.

Some students thrive in large classrooms. Others need smaller groups, flexible pacing, or alternative
instructional methods. Some families require schedules that accommodate travel, therapy, or caregiving
responsibilities.

pg.3



Education Freedom Accounts exist to support: ! ‘%\*\

+ Personalized learning paths i " w ;«
» Flexible schedules

+ Innovative instructional models

+ Expanded access to high-quality education resources

Rather than replacing traditional education, EFAs widen N,

the doorway. \ >

Preparing Students for a Changing World

Texas EFAs reflect a broader understanding that education must
evolve alongside the world students are preparing to enter.

Flexible, student-centered education helps learners develop:
+ Independence

+ Time management

+ Ciritical thinking

+ Adaptability

« Confidence in their learning journey

By supporting a wider range of educational approaches, EFAs
help prepare students not just for tests, but for life
beyond the classroom.

CHAPTER 3
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A TEXAS EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNT?

Eligibility for Texas Education Freedom Accounts
is determined by state guidelines and may

evolve as the program is implemented. While
specific requirements will be finalized by program
administrators, EFAs are generally intended to
support families seeking alternatives to traditional
public schooling.

In most programs, eligibility is designed to prioritize
students who would benefit from increased flexibility
or access to additional educational options.
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Preparing Students for a Changing World

Depending on program rules, eligibility may include:

« Students currently enrolled in public schools who are exploring alternative education options
+ Families transitioning to private, online, or hybrid learning environments

+ Students with unique learning needs who require customized support

+ Families seeking flexible schedules due to travel, relocation, or medical considerations

Eligibility may also consider factors such as prior enrollment status, grade level, or available program funding.

Important Considerations for Families

Participation in an Education Freedom Account program typically involves:
« Meeting eligibility criteria established by the state

+  Applying within designated application windows

+  Complying with program guidelines and reporting requirements

Because EFAs represent a public investment in education, families are expected to use funds responsibly
and for approved purposes.

Parents are encouraged to review official Texas Education Freedom Account resources regularly, as
eligibility rules and priority groups may change.

CHAPTER 4
WHAT EXPENSES CAN EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNTS BE USED FOR?

Education Freedom Accounts are designed to support a
broad range of educational expenses, allowing families
to tailor learning to their child’s needs while maintaining
accountability.

Approved expenses are determined by the state and
may vary based on program guidelines. Families typically
access funds through a secure platform that limits
purchases to eligible providers and services.
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Common Approved Expense Categories

While final rules may evolve, Education Freedom Accounts
commonly allow funds to be used for:

« Tuition at approved private or online schools

+ Requiredinstructional materials and curriculum

+ Educational software and digital learning tools

« Tutoring, academic support, or instructional services

+ Certain educational technologies or learning resources

Each expense must align with state guidelines and be
provided by approved vendors.

CHAPTERS
HOW FREEDOM ACCOUNTS SUPPORT DIFFERENT TYPES OF LEARNERS

Every student approaches learning with different strengths, needs, and circumstances. Education
Freedom Accounts are designed to support this diversity by giving families greater flexibility in how
educational resources are selected and combined.

Rather than requiring students to adapt to a single instructional model, EFAs allow families to choose
environments that align more closely with how their child learns best.

Supporting Individual Learning Needs

Education Freedom Accounts may be
especially helpful for families whose children

benefit from:

« Flexible pacing or alternative instructional
methods

« Smaller learning environments or reduced
class sizes

« Additional academic support or enrichment
+ Learning tools that accommodate sensory,
attention, or processing differences

By allowing access to a broader range of
educational services, EFAs can help families
respond more effectively when a child’s needs
change over time.
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CHAPTER 6
EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNTS AND ONLINE OR FLEXIBLE LEARNING

Online and flexible learning options continue to expand, offering families alternatives to traditional
classroom-based education. Education Freedom Accounts can help make these options more
accessible by covering approved online education expenses.

How EFAs Apply to Online Education

For families considering online or hybrid

learning, EFAs may be used toward:

« Virtual courses led by qualified instructors

+ Educational platforms and digital learning
tools

+ Instructional support services delivered
remotely

These options allow students to learn
regardless of location, while maintaining
academic standards and accountability.

CHAPTER?7
UNDERSTANDING OAO WITHIN THE TEXAS EFA FRAMEWORK

As families explore Texas Education Freedom Accounts, many look for education providers that combine
academic quality, flexibility, and consistency. Optima Academy Online was designed for families who
need education to adapt to real life without sacrificing structure or rigor.

A School Model Designed for Flexible Learning

Optima Academy Online is an accredited online private school that serves students in kindergarten
through grade 12. Instruction is delivered by qualified teachers through live, scheduled classes supported
by structured coursework and ongoing academic feedback.

The program is designed to provide:

+ Clear academic expectations and consistent routines

+ Live teacher-ledinstruction rather than self-directed coursework alone

+ Adefined school calendar that supports continuity

« Accountability through attendance, assessments, and progress monitoring

This structure supports students who benefit from flexibility in location while still needing predictability in
their learning experience.
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Academic Approach and Learning Experience

Optima Academy Online blends traditional
academic instruction with modern learning tools.
Core subjects are taught by teachers who guide
instruction, facilitate discussion, and provide
feedback.

Learning experiences emphasize:

« Strong foundational academics

« Active student participation during live
classes

«  Opportunities for collaboration with peers

» Intentional use of technology to enhance
understanding, not replace instruction

This approach is designed to keep students
engaged and supported, evenin a virtual
environment.

CHAPTER 8
HOW TO APPLY FOR A TEXAS EDUCATION FREEDOM ACCOUNT

Applying for a Texas Education Freedom Account
involves several steps, which are managed through
the state and its designated program administrators.
While specific details may be refined as the program
rolls out, families can expect an application process
designed to verify eligibility and ensure appropriate
use of funds.

Understanding the general process ahead of time
can help families prepare and
avoid unnecessary delays.
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Application Steps

Although exact steps may vary, the application process typically includes:

Confirming Eligibility
Families review eligibility criteria to determine whether their student qualifies under current
program guidelines.

Submitting an Application

Applications are completed through a state-designated online portal during specified
enrollment windows. Families may be asked to provide documentation related to residency,
enrollment history, or other eligibility factors.

Account Approval and Setup
Once approved, families receive access to an Education Freedom Account through a secure
platform.
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Selecting Approved Providers and Services
Families choose education providers and services from an approved vendor list and allocate
funds according to program rules.
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Planning Ahead

Families often find it helpful to:

+ Monitor application timelines
and deadlines

+  Gather required documentation
early

+ Review approved provider lists
inadvance

+ Understand how and when
funds can be accessed

Because EFAs are a public program
with defined enrollment periods,
preparation is key.
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CHAPTER9
MAKING AN INFORMED DECISION FOR YOUR FAMILY

Education Freedom Accounts provide families with opportunity, but they do not prescribe a single
educational path. The flexibility they offer allows families to explore options thoughtfully and
intentionally.

Reflecting on Fit

As families consider whether to use an Education Freedom Account,
they may wish to reflect on questions such as:

«  What type of learning environment best supports my child?

«  How much structure versus flexibility does my child need?

+  Whatlevel of family involvement feels sustainable?

« How will we measure success beyond grades or test scores?

These considerations can help guide decisions that feel both practical
and aligned with long-term goals.

Education as an Ongoing Process

Education needs may change over time. One benefit of Education Freedom Accounts is the ability to
reassess and adjust as circumstances evolve. Families are not locked into a single decision forever.

EFAs PROVIDE
REFLECTION, ADJUSTMENT, & GROWTH

Closing Thoughts

Texas Education Freedom Accounts represent an additional
tool for families navigating educational choices. By
understanding how the program works and considering
available options carefully, parents can make informed
decisions that support their child’s learning journey.

The most effective education is one that meets students
where they are and supports where they are going.
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